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INTRODUCTION 

A  cultural  resources  inventory  and  assessment  of  Idaho  Pole  Company  (IPC)  lands  near  Bozeman 
in  Gallaun  County,  Montana,  which  have  been  designated  by  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA)  as  on  the  National  Priorities  List  (NPL)  was  conducted  for  MultiTech  Services,  a  Division  of 
MSE,  Inc.  by  GCM  Services,  Inc.  of  Butte.  This  study  is  part  of  the  Remedial  Investigation/ 
Feasibility  Study  (RI/FS)  being  conducted  by  MultiTech  under  contract  with  the  Montana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  (DHES).  The  inventory  covered  a  50- acre  area  on  the 
north  side  of  Bozeman  at  the  confluence  of  Mill  Creek  and  Rocky  Creek.  The  project  area  is  irregu¬ 
lar  in  shape  and  located  in  the  El/2  of  Section  6  and  the  Wl/2  of  Section  5,  T2S  R  6E.  It  is  bor¬ 
dered  on  the  northwest  by  L  street,  on  the  east  by  Rocky  Creek  and  on  the  south  by  an  old  spur  line 
and  facilities  of  the  Nonhem  Pacific  Railroad  (Figures  1  and  2). 

The  cultural  resource  inventory  was  conducted  in  advance  of  proposed  clean-up  efforts  to  satisfy  a 
variety  of  state  and  federal  legislation  regarding  historic  resources  on  an  area  associated  with  a  fed¬ 
eral  action.  The  field  inventory  was  conducted  by  archaeologist  Gene  Munson  and  historian  Dale 
Decco  on  April  25  and  26,  1990.  Backhoe  trenching  to  provide  subsurface  examination  of  soils 
also  provided  an  opportunity  for  the  archeologist  to  examine  the  area  for  possibly  buried  prehistoric 
and  historic  features  and  cultural  materials.  Gene  Munson  examined  all  backhoe  trenches  and 
backdirt  on  April  25,  26,  and  May  1,  1990.  Historic  inventory  and  recording  was  by  Dale  Decco. 
Research  and  report  preparation  was  conducted  by  Decco  and  the  report  edited  by  Lynn  Fredlund. 
Dale  Martin  of  Bozeman,  Mt.,  a  historian  with  extensive  knowledge  of  railroad  history,  was  con¬ 
sulted  about  the  railroad  features  and  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  eligibility.  Martin  exam¬ 
ined  the  railroad  features  on  August  25,  1990. 

MANAGEMENT  SUMMARY 

A  1930s  house  (24GA823),  a  small  farmstead  (24GA824)  and  the  former  Northern  Pacific  Railyard 
(24GA825),  now  the  site  of  the  Idaho  Pole  Company,  were  inventoried  and  recorded.  They  were 
all  determined  to  be  ineligible  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

No  prehistoric  sites  were  discovered  within  the  project  area. 

PHYSICAL  SETTING 

This  project  area  is  situated  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  at  the  base  of  the  Bridger  Range.  The  East 
Gallatin  River  flows  to  the  north  of  the  project  and  Rocky  and  Mill  Creeks  converge  at  this  location, 
prior  to  emptying  into  the  East  Gallatin  River. 

Vegetation  is  characterized  by  grassland  and  marshy  areas  along  the  creek.  Grasses  include  wheat- 
grass,  fescues  and  needle-and-thread.  The  shrubs  in  the  area  include  service  berry,  chokecherry, 
and  wild  rose,  snowberry,  willow  and  various  grasses.  The  soils  run  from  sandy  and  gravelly 
loams  to  silt  and  clay. 

The  land  within  the  project  area  at  one  time  was  used  as  pasture  but  now  is  the  location  of  industrial 
and  residential  activities.  Farmsteads  were  built  in  the  area  primarily  in  the  1910s  and  1930s  with 
residential  development  occurring  in  the  last  thirty  years. 
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Figure  1.  Map  showing  location  of  project  area  (Mountain  States  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Company  Map  1981). 
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METHODOLOGY 

Prior  to  the  field  inventory  a  file  search  was  requested  from  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  in 
Helena  and  the  available  literature  was  reviewed.  The  search  showed  that  Historical  Research 
Associates  in  Missoula  conducted  a  study  in  1988  entitled  The  Report  of  Historical  Findings  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  Roundhouse  Site.  Bozeman  in  which  the  historical  use  of  hazardous  material  was 
examined.  No  survey  or  evaluations  for  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  (NRHP)  eligibility 
was  conducted. 

While  no  prehistoric  sites  were  within  the  project  area,  two  had  been  recorded  in  1978  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area.  One  is  approximately  3/8  mile  south  of  the  pole  plant  (between  Peach  and  Plum 
Streets)  and  the  other  is  1/4  mile  east  at  the  mouth  of  Story  Draw. 


Other  sites  recorded  in  the  area  include  those  from  an  extensive  inventory  of  the  Bozeman  down¬ 
town  business  and  residential  districts  which  included  1600  buildings.  This  inventory  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  James  R.  McDonald,  architect,  and  Martha  Claire  Catlin,  historian,  from  1983  to  1987. 
The  report,  which  was  written  in  1984,  is  entitled  The  Historical  Resources  of  Bozeman.  Mt.  and 
is  unpublished.  Three  years  later,  the  Montana  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  contracted 
Matthew  Cohen,  an  architectural  historian,  to  evaluate  the  buildings  for  eligibility  to  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 

The  Government  Land  Office  records  at  the  BLM  in  Billings  were  searched  for  patent  information 
about  the  sites  and  the  old  series  maps  were  examined  for  historic  road,  trail  and  cabin  locations. 
Grantee/grantor  records  and  plat  maps  at  the  Gallatin  County  Courthouse  at  Bozeman,  sewer  and 
water  records  and  Sanborn  maps  at  the  City  Offices  were  all  searched  for  information.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  sewer  and  water  records  and  the  Sanborn  maps  were  not  useful  as  they  did  not  cover  this 
area  because  it  is  outside  the  city  limits.  Polk  directories  were  examined,  but  like  the  sewer  records 
and  the  Sanborn  maps,  the  directories  did  not  cover  this  area.  County  Assessor  cards  at  the  Gallatin 
County  Courthouse  in  Bozeman  were  checked  for  ownership  information  and  building  dates.  The 
old  cards  for  the  residential  sites  contained  useful  information  pertaining  to  the  age  of  the  structures. 

The  project  area  was  walked  in  transects,  30  m  or  less  apart.  Much  of  the  survey  area  has  been 
highly  disturbed  through  building  construction  and  activities  associated  with  the  Idaho  Pole  opera¬ 
tions.  Also  a  large  portion  of  the  area  has  a  thick  sod  layer,  marshy  areas  and  thick  underbrush 
which  made  surface  visibility  difficult.  Subsurface  exposed  soil  from  backhoe  trenches,  rodent  ac¬ 
tivity,  road  cuts,  or  other  reasons  was  carefully  examined  for  cultural  materials.  The  site  is  a  desig¬ 
nated  hazardous  waste  site  and  no  shovel  testing  was  to  be  done  because  of  the  potential  for  health 
impairment. 

A  secondary  part  of  the  project  was  to  examine  backhoe  trenches.  The  backdirt  and  the  stratigraphic 
profile  at  each  test  were  examined  for  prehistoric  and  historic  artifacts  and  soil  changes. 

HISTORIC  BACKGROUND 

The  first  known  whitemen  in  the  area  were  Lewis  and  Clark  who  came  as  far  as  present-day  Three 
Forks  in  1805  and  again  in  1806.  Before  this  time,  members  of  the  Flathead,  Shoshone,  and  the 
Bannock  Indian  tribes  passed  though  the  valley  on  their  way  to  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Great 
Plains. 

The  fertile  soil  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  attracted  early  settlers  to  the  area.  Many  of  them  came 
from  the  gold  fields  of  the  West  where  they  had  come  to  seek  their  fortunes.  John 
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Bozeman,  an  early  Gallatin  Valley  pioneer,  realized  the  potential  for  the  area  and  he,  along 
with  two  friends,  Daniel  Rouse  and  William  Beale,  planned  a  town  site  at  the  present  loca¬ 
tion  of  Bozeman.  After  selecting  homestead  plots  for  themselves.  Rouse  and  Beale  laid  out 
a  town  site  while  Bozeman  went  east  to  form  and  lead  a  train  of  emigrants,  who  arrived 
there  in  the  summer  of  1864.  The  town  grew  quickly,  becoming  the  county  seat  of  Gallatin 
county  in  1867. 

Josiah  Perham,  along  with  several  other  investors,  persuaded  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  grant  land  in  order  to  construct  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  Puget 
Sound.  This  bill,  signed  on  July  2,  1864,  created  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  In 
anticipation  of  the  passage  of  this  legislation,  Isaac  I.  Stevens,  governor  of  Washington,  sur¬ 
veyed  a  route  through  Montana  which  ran  along  the  Milk  River  to  Fort  Benton.  This  path  looked 
the  most  promising  until  1871,  when  a  survey  done  by  W.  Milnor  Roberts  proposed  a  route  up 
the  Yellowstone  Valley  to  reach  the  more  populous  mining  towns  in  southwestern  Montana. 
However,  construction  was  delayed  as  the  chosen  route  lay  in  the  heart  of  the  Crow  Indian 
Territory.  A  survey  party  was  attacked  in  1872  and  turned  back  to  Billings.  Meanwhile,  a  group 
of  Bozeman  merchants  called  for  the  removal  of  Native  Americans  to  reservations  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  military  forts.  By  1878  the  Indians  were  being  placed  on  the  reservations  and  forts  - 
were  under  construction.  This  made  the  area  safe  for  gold  seekers  and  the  Bozeman  merchants 
could  then  provide  goods,  not  only  to  the  miners,  but  also  to  the  Crow  Indians.  The  eastern 
border  of  the  Crow  Reservation  was  the  Yellowstone  River  and  the  first  Crow  Agency  estab¬ 
lished  in  1881  was  located  southeast  of  the  present  town  of  Livingston,  easily  accessed  by 
Bozeman  merchants  (Cheney  1983). 

With  the  Indian  problem  removed,  Bozeman  merchants  eagerly  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  railroad 
so  that  supplies  could  be  easily  shipped  to  their  new  markets.  The  first  train  arrived  there  on 
March  21,  1883  and  was  met  with  great  fanfare  (Burlingame  1976:  15). 

A  location  was  needed  in  or  around  Bozeman  for  train  maintenance  and  light  repair  work  as  well  as 
for  a  depot.  In  January,  1882,  a  portion  of  ground  located  northeast  of  the  town  was  purchased 
from  two  brothers,  Perry  W.  and  William  B.  McAdow.  William  had  purchased  the  land  in  1871, 
brother  Perry  bought  into  the  property  on  June  10,  1865  (Book  C  Page  93).  This  was  a  school 
scripped  section  which  benefited  the  Illinois  Industrial  University.  School  scripped  land  was  set 
aside  to  raise  money  to  build  schools  to  teach  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts.  As  provided  in  the 
act  of  1862,  the  property  was  purchased  outright  and  the  cash  received  was  donated  to  the  state  or 
territory  assigned  that  section  of  land  (School  Scrip  No.  1847).  Twenty-two  years  later  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  purchased  the  land  from  the  McAdows. 

The  brothers  were  early  Bozeman  land  owners  who  contributed  to  the  growth  of  the  Gallatin 
Valley.  The  sons  of  a  "49er"  California  gold  miner,  they  were  no  strangers  to  boom  towns. 

Perry,  the  elder  brother,  was  bom  on  July  28,  1838  in  Kentucky.  He  came  to  the  Gallatin  Valley 
in  1861,  after  spending  the  previous  year  in  Alder  Gulch.  He  was  joined  then  by  William  in 
1 864.  The  McAdows  formed  a  partnership  in  a  ranch  located  north  of  Bozeman  near  the  conflu¬ 
ence  of  Bridger  Creek  and  the  Gallatin  (Deed  Book  F,  p.  397).  In  1865  they  constructed  and  op¬ 
erated  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  valley.  In  1879,  Perry  dissolved  his  mill  partnership  with  the 
younger  McAdow  and  moved  to  Billings  (Progressive  Men  of  Montana,  n.d.  722).  William  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Bozeman  area,  selling  land  that  both  he  and  Perry  owned,  to  the  Northern  Pacific 
(NP)  Railroad  on  January  9,  1882  to  be  used  for  the  depot  grounds  (Deed  Book  2  p.  240).  He 
also  served  on  the  first  city  council  which  sat  from  1883  to  1885  (Freeman  1988:100). 

Construction  on  the  railroad  yard  started  almost  immediately  after  purchase.  The  original  plan 
called  for  a  15-stall  roundhouse  to  be  constructed  on  the  site  for  light  maintenance  and  to  house 
engines  for  pushing  trains  over  the  Bozeman  pass.  However,  only  five  stalls  were  built  and  in 
1907  a  brick  extension  was  constructed  to  accommodate  the.larger  helper  engines.  In  1917  a 
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bucket  hoist,  water  tank,  stand  pipe  and  coal  cinder  pit  were  constructed  in  order  to  expand  the 
yard’s  usefulness  for  steam  powered  engines.  It  was  further  modified  in  1925  when  the  Z-4  and 
Z-5  engines  were  introduced.  They  were  larger  than  the  earlier  engines  and  NP  officials  com¬ 
plained  that  the  turntable  was  too  short  to  handle  them  "without  creating  a  hazard  of  derailment  and 
serious  damage"  (HRA  1988:  1 1).  About  1945  the  Bozeman  roundhouse  was  closed  and  the 
helper  engines  were  stored  in  Livingston  which  had  become  the  main  railyard  for  the  Northern 
Pacific  in  southern  Montana.  The  roundhouse  and  other  structures  were  tom  down  during  the 
1940s  and  1950s  (HRA  1988:  23). 

RESULTS  OF  INVENTORY 

No  sites  had  been  previously  recorded  in  the  project  area  but  three  historic  sites  were  recorded  on 
this  project:  the  Bohart  Place  24GA823,  the  Bibber  house  24GA824,  and  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railyard  (NP)  24GA825.  There  is  a  ditch  which  runs  along  L  Street,  but  is  used  as  a  drainage 
ditch  for  the  high  water  table  which  is  in  the  area  and  is  not  part  of  any  water  or  transport  system 
(Rafferty  1990). 

Twenty-three  backhoe  tests  were  placed  throughout  the  project  area  by  Multi-tech  to  test  subsurface 
soils.  No  buried  cultural  materials  or  features  indicating  prehistoric  or  historic  use  of  the  area  were 
encountered. 

Site  narratives  follow  and  provide  a  description  of  the  site,  the  features  and  a  site  evaluation  state¬ 
ment  (NRHP).  Site  inventory  forms,  photographs  and  sketch  maps  for  each  site  are  on  file  with  the 
Archeological  Records,  Department  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula  and  the 
State  Historic  Preservadon  Office,  in  Helena.  Notes  and  records  of  the  project  are  available  at 
GCM  Services  and  the  photo  negatives  are  on  file  at  GCM  as  well.  Contact  sheets  and  photo  de¬ 
scriptions  for  this  project  are  in  Appendix  A. 

A  Historic  Railroad  District  Evaluated 

The  presence  of  the  roundhouse  and  related  structures  prompted  a  review  of  the  NP  railroad  com¬ 
plex  in  the  project  area.  The  GCM  examination  of  records  and  existing  railroad-related  structures 
and  a  subsequent  evaluation  by  Dale  Martin,  a  historian  with  a  particular  interest  in  railroads,  con¬ 
cluded  that  although  an  NP  railroad  historic  district  is  a  consideration  for  the  Bozeman  area  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  roundhouse  (24GA825)  would  be  non-contributing.  The  other  railroad  features  which 
are  intact  are  south  of  the  main  line  track  which  is  in  use  by  Montana  Rail  Link.  These  features 
could  include  the  old  NP  depot  and  adjacent  parks,  and  possibly  some  of  the  grain  elevators  or 
subsidiary  businesses  which  were  served  by  the  railroad.  However,  these  features  and  structures 
are  considerably  south  of  the  project  area.  Dale  Martin  in  his  August  27,  1990  letter  states: 

...the  demolition  of  almost  all  the  structures  in  the  former  locomotive  area  (24GA825)  and 
the  obvious  change  of  land  use  in  the  immediate  surroundings  have  severed  the  historic, 
functional  connections  of  railroading  between  the  ruins  of  the  engine-servicing  area  and  the 
main  line  corridor.  The  remnants  of  the  main  building  —  the  roundhouse  —  are  about  two 
hundred  feet  from  the  nearest  surviving  railway  features:  weed-shrouded  spur  tracks.  The 
facility  which  once  linked  the  roundhouse  with  these  tracks  —  a  turntable  in  a  circular  pit  — 
is  completely  vanished.  The  active  main  line  is  about  four  hundred  feet  away.  A  visual 
barrier  of  many  stacks  of  poles  further  increases  the  feeling  of  separation.  Unlike  the 
structures  now  demolished  (such  as  the  roundhouse,  turntable,  coaling  tower,  and  water 
tank),  the  sole  surviving  building  (Feature  2)  does  not  have  architectural  or  engineering 
attributes  which  clearly  identify  it  as  a  railroad  feature.  It  too  is  set  among  stacks  of  poles 
which  diminish  the  already-minimal  railway  setting. 
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By  way  of  contrast,  the  buildings  and  features  of  the  former  Northern  Pacific  south  of  the 
main  tracks  have  good  conditions  of  appearance  and  setting.  The  former  passenger  station, 
original  freight  depot,  switchyard,  and  industrial  spur  tracks  have  the  integrity  of  historic 
appearance  and  setting  which  give  the  feeling  of  a  district  or  corridor,  and  emphasize  the 
very  different  conditions  in  the  roundhouse  area. 

Standing  in  the  roundhouse  ruins  and  looking  toward  the  main  line  railway  features,  or 
standing  on  the  main  tracks  and  looking  toward  the  roundhouse  area  —  either  way,  the  lack 
of  visual  and  contemporary  historic  preservation  connection  between  the  site  recorded  in  this 
report  and  the  railway  corridor  to  the  south  is  obvious. 
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Sites 

Bohart  House  24GA823 

Description:  This  site  is  a  small  home  site  consisting  of  three  features  (Figures  3,  4  and  5). 

Story  Bench  is  to  the  north  east  of  the  site  and  the  East  Gallatin  River  flows  to  the  north  and 
Rocky  and  Mill  Creeks  converge  near  its  location.  The  house  and  outbuildings  are  situated  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Idaho  Pole  Plant  and  one  half  block  south  of  the  L  Street-Interstate  90  overpass  in 
the  North  Pacific  district. 

Feature  1  is  a  1-1/2  story  gabled  roof,  frame  constructed  house  with  exposed  rafters  and  brackets 
under  the  gable  ends.  It  is  roofed  with  raised  seam  metal  over  wood  shingles.  It  has  asbestos 
siding  over  tar  paper,  1/1  double  hung  windows  (except  for  one  with  the  original  4/1  double  hung 
window)  and  a  hipped  roofed  porch.  It  is  supported  by  two  tapered  columns  and  has  decorative 
finials.  Feature  2  is  a  frame  constructed,  gable  roofed  garage  with  novelty  siding,  double  doors 
on  the  western  gable  end  and  has  1/1  double  hung  windows.  Feature  3  is  a  shed  made  from  12  in 
x  8  in  bricks  and  perhaps  used  as  a  workshop.  It  is  gabled  and  had  a  single-fixed  light  window 
on  each  side,  a  door  on  the  gable  end  and  a  support  for  a  pipe  chimney. 

Historical  Information:  The  land  was  originally  purchased  by  William  McAdow  in  1871  from  a 
school  scripped  section  which  benefited  the  Illinois  Industrial  University.  (School  scripped  land 
was  set  aside  to  raise  money  to  build  schools  to  teach  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts.  As  provided 
in  the  act  of  1862,  the  property  was  purchased  outright  and  the  cash  received  was  donated  to  the 
state  or  territory  assigned  that  section  of  land.)  His  brother  Perry  bought  into  the  property  on  June 
10,  1865  (Deed  Book  C  Page  93).  The  brothers  were  early  Bozeman  land  owners  who  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  growth  of  the  Gallatin  Valley.  The  sons  of  a  California  gold  miner,  the  younger 
brother,  William,  was  bom  in  Missouri  and  Perry  in  Kentucky.  William  came  to  Montana  in  1 863 
and  spent  a  year  in  Alder  Gulch  before  moving  to  the  Gallatin  Valley  to  join  his  brother  Perry  who 
had  come  to  the  the  area  in  1861.  The  brothers  then  formed  a  partnership  in  a  ranch  located  north 
of  Bozeman,  and  constructed  and  operated  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  valley.  In  1879,  Perry  dis¬ 
solved  his  partnership  in  the  mill  and  moved  to  Billings  (Progressive  Men  of  Montana  n.d.:  722). 
William  remained  in  the  Bozeman  area  serving  on  the  first  city  council  which  sat  from  1883  to 
1885  (Freeman  1988:100). 

The  land  was  used  as  pastureland  until  1930  when  the  property  was  purchased  by  W.O.  Bohart 
and  the  house,  garage,  and  shop  were  built  (France  1990).  Bohart's  widow  then  sold  the  property 
to  W.  P.  Bohart  in  1951  (Book  138,  P.  451).  Records  are  unclear  as  to  when  the  property  was 
sold  or  from  whom  it  was  purchased  but  the  property  is  now  owned  by  Concrete  Specialists,  Inc. 
of  Bozeman. 

Integrity:  Feature  1  has  lost  its  integrity  of  design  and  material  because  windows  were  changed 
and  siding  added.  Also,  Interstate  90  has  visually  impacted  the  area  as  has  the  pole  plant. 

Historical  and/or  Architectural  Significance:  While  the  site  is  indirectly  associated  with  the 
McAdow  Brothers,  who  were  early  pioneers  to  the  valley,  they  sold  the  land  to  W.O.  Bohart  who 
constructed  the  house,  garage  and  shop.  The  site  is  not  associated  with  events  of  historical  signif¬ 
icance  and  lacks  architectural  distinction  and  integrity.  It  is  not  eligible  for  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places. 
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Figure  3.  Photo  of  the  Bohart  House,  Feature  1  (24GA823).  View  is  to  the  west. 


Figure  4.  Photo  of  Features  2  and  3  at  24GA823 


Bibber  Farmstead  24GA824 


Description:  This  site  is  a  small  ranchstead  consisting  of  six  features  located  at  the  base  of  the 
Bridger  Range  (Figures  6-10).  Story  Bench  is  northeast  of  the  site,  the  East  Gallatin  River  flows 
to  the  north  and  Rocky  and  Mill  Creeks  converge  near  its  location.  The  ranch  house  and  out 
buildings  are  two  blocks  north  of  the  Idaho  Pole  Plant  and  one  block  north  of  the  L  Street- 
Interstate  90  overpass  in  the  North  Pacific  District  of  Bozeman. 

Feature  1  is  a  frame  constructed,  I-style  house  with  storage  and  mud  room  additions  which  were 
created  by  enclosing  the  open  porches  on  either  side  of  a  kitchen  "addition"  on  the  north  side  of  the 
house.  It  has  asphalt  siding,  wood  shingles,  and  a  concrete  foundation.  All  windows  are  1/1 
double  hung  except  for  the  picture  window  on  the  western  side  of  the  front  elevation  and  the  1  by  1 
casement  windows  in  the  kitchen  "addition"  and  mud  room.  The  eaves  are  enclosed  and  there  is  a 
bracketed  hood  over  the  front  door.  Feature  2  is  the  remnants  of  a  root  cellar  located  across  the 
back  of  the  kitchen  addition.  It  appears  to  have  had  a  below-ground  entry  which  has  since  been 
filled.  Feature  3  is  a  crib-constructed  (stacked  2"  x  4"  boards)  two  car  garage,  and  feature  4  is  a 
frame  constructed  chicken  house  with  a  shed  roof  board  siding,  exposed  rafters,  a  walk-in  door  on 
the  west  side  and  a  chicken  door  which  opens  into  a  fenced  yard  on  the  east.  Feature  5  is  a  crib- 
constructed  horse  bam  with  a  gable  roof  and  metal  siding.  The  roofing  is  rolled  asphalt  and  there 
are  two  dutch  doors  on  the  southwestern  facade.  Feature  6  is  a  modem,  gabled-barn  shaped  shed. 

Historical  Information:  The  land  was  first  bought  by  Oliver  Bernier  on  June  15,  1872  (C.E. 

Patent  276).  He  then  sold  it  to  Perry  McAdow  and  his  brother  William  on  July  31,  1871.  The 
brothers  were  early  Bozeman  land  owners  who  contributed  to  the  growth  in  the  Gallatin  Valley. 
They  sold  the  land  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  on  January  9,  1882  to  be  used  for  the  depot 
grounds  (Deed  Book  2  p.  240). 

The  land  upon  which  this  small  farmstead  is  located  was  sold  to  Gertrude  (Bibber)  Menden  and 
was  used  as  pastureland  until  about  1918  when  it  was  sold  to  Carl  and  Auguste  Bibber  in  1918. 
The  house,  which  had  been  constructed  in  1911  at  the  base  of  Story  Bench,  was  moved  to  its  pre¬ 
sent  location  on  skids  about  1919.  A  root  cellar  and  chicken  house  were  constructed  about  the 
same  time  as  the  move;  the  horse  bam  during  the  1960s  and  the  garage  ca.  1950  (France  1990). 
The  gambrel  shed  is  the  most  recent  addition. 

Integrity:  Feature  1  has  lost  its  integrity  of  design  and  material  because  several  additions  were  re¬ 
cently  added  to  the  porch,  a  window  was  changed  from  a  1/1  to  a  larger  picture  window  and  it 
was  resided  with  asphalt  siding  popular  during  the  1940s- 1950s.  The  site  has  had  new  buildings 
added  to  it  which  are  intrusive. 

Historical  and/or  Architectural  Significance:  While  the  site  is  indirectly  associated  with  the 
McAdow  Brothers,  who  were  early  pioneers  to  the  valley,  they  sold  the  land  to  Gertrude  (Bibber) 
Menden,  who  later  sold  it  to  Carl  and  Auguste  Bibber.  They  moved  the  house  onto  the  site  and 
constructed  the  root  cellar  and  horse  bam.  The  site  is  not  associated  with  events  of  historical  signif¬ 
icance  and  lacks  architectural  distinction  and  integrity.  It  is  not  eligible  for  inclusion  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
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Figure  6.  Photo  of  Feature  1  (24GA824),  the  Bibber  Farmstead.  View  is  northeast. 
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Figure  8.  Photo  of  Feature  4  (24GA824).  View  is  southeast. 
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Figure  9.  Photo  of  Feature  5  (24GA824).  View  is  south 
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Northern  Pacific  Railyard  24GA825 


Description:  This  site  is  the  remains  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Maintenance  Yard  and  con¬ 
sists  of  four  features  along  with  the  remnants  of  railyard  spurs  and  railbeds  (Figures  1 1-20).  It  is 
south  of  Rocky  and  Mill  Creeks,  tributaries  of  the  East  Gallatin  River. 

Feature  1  is  the  remains  of  a  concrete  roundhouse  foundation  constructed  in  1907.  The  building 
appears  to  have  been  wedge-shaped  and  contained  six  engine  pits  about  9  feet  across,  100  ft  long 
with  24  in  thick  walls.  The  outside  dimension  of  the  foundation  is  166  ft  in  length.  The  stalls 
gradually  come  together  as  the  building  narrows.  According  to  the  Sanborn  map  of  1927  (Figure 
12)  a  turn  table  was  located  here,  but  no  remains  of  it  could  be  found.  Feature  2  is  a  small  brick 
building  which  measured  29.5  ft  x  20  ft.  It  has  a  low  gabled  roof  covered  with  tin  and  tar  paper 
and  a  dentiled,  stepped  cornice  runs  just  beneath  the  gables  on  the  east  and  west  sides.  It  has  two 
12-fixed  light  windows  and  two  entrances,  the  eastern  one  of  which  was  widened  into  a  double 
doorway.  There  is  also  a  wooden  addition  on  the  eastern  side  which  was  added  later.  Feature  3  is 
a  partially  exposed  foundation  for  a  coaling  dock.  It  covers  an  area  28  ft  long,  is  12  ft  wide  and 
roughly  "Z"  shaped  with  two  separate  concrete  pads  to  the  east.  Feature  4  is  the  footings  of  a  wa¬ 
ter  tower  which  measures  24  ft  long  and  8  ft  wide  with  16  in  thick  walls.  There  is  a  6  in  (interior 
diameter)  stand  pipe  on  the  eastern  wall  of  the  foundation  and  a  concrete  slab  between  it  and  the 
tracks.  This  slab  probably  supported  the  framework  for  a  water  spout.  A  16  ft  x  12  ft  concrete 
pad  is  located  to  the  east  of  the  foundation.  Feature  5  consists  of  the  spur  lines  which  ran  to  the 
roundhouse  and  a  wye  (engine-turning  track)  located  to  the  east  of  the  pole  treatment  plant.  This 
was  probably  built  after  1945  after  the  turntable  was  removed  (Martin  1990). 

Historical  Information:  A  location  in  or  near  Bozeman  was  needed  for  a  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
maintenance  yard  and  a  depot.  In  1 882,  a  portion  of  ground  located  northeast  of  Bozeman  was 
purchased  from  two  brothers,  Perry  W.  and  William  B.  McAdow.  William  had  purchased  the  land 
in  1871  from  a  school  scripped  section  which  benefited  the  Illinois  Industrial  University.  His 
brother  Perry  bought  into  the  property  on  June  10,  1865  (Book  C  Page  93)  and  on  January  1882 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  purchased  the  land. 

Construction  on  the  yard  started  almost  immediately.  A  15-stall  roundhouse  was  to  be  constructed 
on  the  site  for  light  maintenance  and  to  house  engines  for  pushing  eastbound  trains  over  the 
Bozeman  pass  (helpers  for  westbound  trains  ran  out  of  Livingston).  However,  only  five  engine 
pits  were  built  and  in  1907  a  brick  extension  was  constructed  to  accommodate  the  larger  helper 
engines.  In  1917  a  bucket  hoist,  water  tank,  stand  pipe  and  cinder  pit  were  constructed  in  order  to 
expand  the  usefulness  of  the  facility  for  the  steam  powered  engines.  It  is  probable  that  these  fea¬ 
tures  replaced  already  existing  similar  facilities  which  had  been  in  place  and  were  necessary  from 
the  beginning.  The  yard  was  further  modified  in  1925  when  the  Z-4  and  Z-5  engines  were  intro¬ 
duced.  They  were  larger  than  the  earlier  engines  and  NP  officials  complained  that  the  turntable 
was  too  short  to  handle  them  "without  creating  a  hazard  of  derailment  and  serious  damage"  (HRA 
1988;  11).  About  1945  the  Bozeman  roundhouse  was  closed  and  the  helper  engines  were  based  in 
Livingston.  The  roundhouse  and  other  structures  were  torn  down  during  the  1940s  and  1950s 
(HRA  1988;  23).  In  1945  the  Bozeman  roundhouse  was  closed  in  favor  of  the  complex  in 
Livingston  and  the  next  year  the  Idaho  Pole  Co.  leased  the  property  (HRA  1988:7).  Livingston 
had  been  the  NP's  major  locomotive  terminal  in  Montana  since  1880  and  continued  to  act  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  for  Burlington  Northern  and  Montana  Rail  Link. 

At  that  time,  a  full-length  vat  and  a  butt  vat  for  treating  pole  ends,  were  built  and  about  five  years 
later,  a  second  full-length  tank  was  added.  A  pressure  plant  with  one  144-ft  long  reton  replaced 
the  vat  method  of  treatment  in  1975  and  the  full-length  vats  were  removed.  Some  poles,  however, 
are  still  preserved  using  the  butt  vat.  Treated  poles  were  originally  stored  on  the  former  locations 
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of  the  roundhouse,  coaling  dock  and  water  tower.  This  area  is  now  used  to  store  white,  untreated 
wood  as  treated  poles  are  shipped  as  soon  as  they  are  preserved  (MSE  1990:  section  1,  page  6). 

Integrity:  The  roundhouse,  coaling  dock,  water  tower  and  other  features  were  razed  in  the  1950s 
after  nearly  70  years  of  service.  The  only  remaining  building  is  Feature  2,  a  brick  storage  shed, 
which  has  had  an  addition  added  to  the  southern  side.  A  door  was  widened  and  windows  were 
filled  with  brick. 

Historical  and/or  Architectural  Significance:  While  the  site  is  directly  associated  with  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  which  was  an  important  economic  and  social  link  to  the  east  and  other  parts  of  the 
United  States,  little  remains  of  the  roundhouse  and  facilities,  once  very  essential  to  the  operation  of 
the  railroad.  Foundations  have  been  heavily  impacted  by  heavy  machinery  used  on-site  by  the 
Idaho  Pole  Company  operations.  More  complete  remains  of  a  locomotive  terminal  can  be  found  in 
Livingston,  which  is  located  26  miles  away  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bridger  Range.  The  site  lacks 
architectural  distinction  and  integrity.  It  does  not  meet  the  criteria  for  eligibility  of  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 


Figure  1 1.  Overview  photo  of  Bozeman  showing  roundhouse,  cooling  tower,  brick  storage  shed 
and  water  tower.  Photo  taken  in  1906  by  Albert  Schlecten  (The  Schlecten  Collection,  Museum  of 
the  Rockies,  Bozeman.) 


Figure  12.  Sanborn  Map  of  1927  showing  roundhouse,  brick  storage  shed,  turn  table  and  office 
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Figure  1 3.  Photo  of  engine  pits  inside  roundhouse  at  24GA825.  View  is  north. 


Figure  14.  Photo  of  roundhouse  engine  pit  foundation  with  Feature  2  in  background  at  24GA825. 
View  is  west. 


Figure  16.  Map  of  the  roundhouse  foundation,  Feature  1  (24GA825)  and  brick  storage  shed. 
Feature  2. 
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Figure  17.  Photo  of  the  coal  tower  foundation  at  24GA825.  View  is  north. 
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Figure  18.  Map  of  the  coal  tower  foundation,  Feature  3  (24GA825). 
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Figure  19.  Photo  of  water  tower  foundation  at  24GA825.  View  to  the  south 
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Figure  20.  Map  of  Feature  4  at  24GA825. 
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MONTANA  HISTORICAL  AND  ARCHITECTURAL  INVENTORY 


Historic  Name:Bohart  House  Site  No.  24GA823 

Common  Name:  Idaho  Pole  House 

Legal  Description:  T2S  R6E  SW1/4NE1/4SE1/4  of  section  6 

Address:  925  Cedar  Street 

USGS  Quad:  Bozeman,  7.5  series 

Private  x  Owner:  Concrete  Specialists  Inc. 

Public  Address:  P.  O.  Box  614,  Bozeman,  MT 

Date  of  Construction:  Estimated  Documented  1930 

A  rrhi  fppt  • 

Builder:  W.O.  Bohart  (?) 

Original  Owner:  William  B.  McAdow  (land) 

Original  Use:  Small  farm  house 
Present  Use:  Storage 


Resource  Sources:  Title  abstract  xCity  directories  x  Plat  records/maps 

xS ewer/water  permits  x  Tax  records  Newspapers 

xBuilding  permits  xBiographies  Census  Records 
xSanbom  Maps,  dates  1912  and  1927 

Bibliography  and  informants: 

France,  Gary.  Personal  communication  May  16,  1990. 

Freeman,  Cortlandt  L.  1988  Bozeman.  Montana:  The  Growing  Up  Years.  The  Gallatin 
County  Historical  Society. 

General  Land  Office  Records,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Billings  Mt.  patent  no.  1847. 

Gallatin  County  Deed  Books,  Bozeman  Mt.  Book  C  Page  93,  Book  F  Page  397,  Book  2 
p.  240,  Book  138  P.  451 

Progressive  Men  of  Montana.  A.W.  Bowen  and  Co.:  Chicago,  Not  Dated. 

Physical  Description:  This  site  is  a  small  home  site  consisting  of  three  features.  Story  Bench 
is  to  the  north  east  of  the  site  and  the  East  Gallatin  River  flows  to  the  north  and  Rocky  and  Mill 
Creeks  converge  near  its  location.  The  house  and  outbuildings  are  situated  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Idaho  Pole  Plant  and  half  of  one  block  south  of  the  L  Street-Interstate  90  overpass  in  the  North 
Pacific  district. 

Feature  1  is  a  1-1/2  story  gabled  roof,  frame  constructed  house  with  exposed  rafters  and  has 
brackets  under  the  gable  ends.  It  is  roofed  with  raised  seam  metal  over  wood  shingles.  It  has 
asbestos  siding  over  tar  paper,  1/1  double  hung  windows  (except  for  one  with  the  original  4/1 
double  hung  window)  and  a  hipped  roofed  porch.  It  is  supported  by  two  tapered  columns  and  the 
ridge  caps  end  in  decorative  finials.  Feature  2  is  a  frame  constructed,  gable  roofed  garage  with 
novelty  siding,  double  doors  on  the  western  gable  end  and  had  1/1  double  hung  windows.  Feature 
3  is  a  shed  made  from  12"x8"  bricks  and  perhaps  used  as  a  workshop.  It  is  gabled  and  had  a 
single  fixed  light  window  on  each  side,  a  door  on  the  gable  end  and  a  support  for  a  pipe  chimney. 
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Site  No,  24GA823 


Historical  Information:  The  land  was  originally  purchased  by  William  McAdow  in  1871  from 
a  school  stripped  section  which  benefitted  the  Illinois  Industrial  University.  School  scripped  land 
was  set  aside  to  raise  money  to  build  schools  to  teach  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts.  As  provided 
in  the  act  of  1 862,  the  property  was  purchased  outright  and  the  cash  received  was  donated  to  the 
state  or  territory  assigned  that  section  of  land.)  His  brother  Perry  then  bought  into  the  property  on 
June  10,  1865  (Deed  Book  C  Page  93).  The  brothers  were  early  Bozeman  land  owners  who 
contributed  to  the  growth  in  the  Gallatin  Valley.  William  B.  McAdow  was  bom  on  July  13,  1840 
in  Missouri.  The  son  of  a  California  gold  miner,  William  came  to  Montana  in  1863.  He  spent  a 
year  in  Alder  Gulch  before  moving  to  the  Gallatin  Valley  to  join  his  brother  Perry  who  had  come  to 
the  the  area  in  1861.  The  brothers  then  formed  a  partnership  in  a  ranch  located  north  of  Bozeman 
near  the  confluence  of  Bridger  Creek  and  the  Gallatin  River  (Deed  Book  F  Page  397).  They  also 
constructed  and  operated  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  valley  in  1865.  In  1879,  Perry  William’s  older 
brother,  dissolved  his  mill  partnership  with  the  younger  McAdow  and  moved  to  Billings 
(Progressive  Men  of  Montana,  N.D.  722).  William  remained  in  the  Bozeman  area  serving  on  the 
first  city  council  which  sat  from  1883  to  1885  (Freeman  1988:100). 

The  land  was  used  as  pastureland  until  1930  when  the  property  was  purchased  by  W.O.  Bohart 
and  the  house,  garage,  and  shop  were  built  (France,  1990).  Bohart's  widow  then  sold  the 
property  to  W.  P.  Bohart,  her  son,  in  1951  (Book  138,  P.  451).  Recordd  are  unclear  as  to  when 
the  property  sold  or  from  whom  it  was  purchased  but  the  property  is  now  owned  by  Concrete 
Specialists,  Inc.  of  Bozeman. 

Integrity:  Feature  1  has  lost  its  integrity  of  design  and  material  because  windows  were 
changed  and  siding  added. 

Historical  and/or  Architectural  Significance:  While  the  site  is  indirectly  associated  with 
the  McAdow  Brothers,  who  were  early  pioneers  to  the  valley,  they  sold  the  land  to  W.O.  Bohart 
who  constructed  the  house,  garage  and  shop.  The  site  is  not  associated  with  events  of  historical 
significance  and  lacks  architectural  distinction  and  integrity.  Therefore,  it  is  not  eligible  to  be 
included  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
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Photo  of  the  Bohart  House,  Feature  1  (24GA823).  View  is  to  the  west. 
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Historic  Name:  The  Bibber  House  Site  No.  24GA824 

Common  Name: 

Legal  Description:  T2S  R6E  SW1/4SW1/4NW1/4  of  section  5 

Address:  1010  L  Street 

USGS  Quad:  Bozeman,  7.5  series 

Private  x  Owner:  Idaho  Pole  Co. 

Public  Address:  1010  L  Street 

_ Bozeman,  MT _ 

Date  of  Construction:  Estimated  Documented  1911  (house  built) 

Architect: 

Builder: 

Original  Owner:  Oliver  Bernier  (land) 

Original  Use:  Ranch  house 

Present  Use:  storage  for  a  local  lawn  and  tree  company 


Resource  Sources:  Title  abstract  x  City  directories  x  Plat  records/maps 

xSewer/water  permits  xTax  records  Newspapers 

xBuilding  permits  xBiographies  Census  Records 
x  Sanborn  Maps,  dates  1912  and  1927 

Bibliography  and  informants: 

Progressive  Men  of  Montana.  A.W.  Bowen  and  Co.:  Chicago,  Not  Dated. 

General  Land  Office  Records,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Billings  Mt.  Cash  Entry 
Patent  276. 

Gallatin  County  Deed  Books,  Bozeman  Mt.;  Book  F  Page  397,  Book  2  p.  240 

Physical  Description:  This  site  is  a  small  ranchstead  consisting  of  six  features  located  in  the 
Gallatin  Valley  at  the  base  of  the  Bridger  Range.  Story  Bench  is  to  the  north  east  of  the  site  and  the 
East  Gallatin  River  flows  to  the  north  and  Rocky  and  Mill  Creeks  converge  near  its  location.  The 
ranch  house  and  out  buildings  are  situated  two  blocks  north  of  the  Idaho  Pole  Plant  and  one  block 
north  of  the  L  Street-Interstate  90  overpass  in  the  North  Pacific  district. 

Feature  1  is  a  frame  constructed,  I-style  house  with  storage  and  mud  room  additions  which  were 
created  by  enclosing  the  open  porches  on  either  side  of  a  kitchen  "addition"  on  the  north  side  of 
the  house.  It  has  asphalt  siding,  wood  shingles,  and  a  concrete  foundation.  All  windows  are  1/1 
double  hung  except  for  the  picture  window  on  the  western  side  of  the  front  elevation  and  the  1  by 
1  casement  windows  in  the  kitchen  "addition"  and  mud  room.  The  eaves  are  enclosed  and  there  is 
a  bracketed  hood  over  the  front  door.  Feature  2  are  the  remnants  of  a  root  cellar  located  across  the 
back  of  the  kitchen  addition.  It  appears  to  have  had  a  below-ground  entry  which  has  since  been 
filled.  Feature  3  is  a  crib-constructed  (stacked  2  in  x  4  in  boards)  two  car  garage,  and  feature  4  is 
a  frame  constructed  chicken  house  with  a  shed  roof  board  siding,  exposed  rafters,  a  walk-in  door 
on  the  west  side  and  a  chicken  door  which  opens  into  a  fenced  yard  on  the  east.  Feature  5  is  a 
crib-constructed  horse  bam  with  a  gable  roof  and  metal  siding.  The  roofing  is  rolled  asphalt  and 
there  are  two  dutch  doors  on  the  southwestern  facade.  Feature  6  is  a  modem,  gabled-barn  shaped 
shed. 
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Historical  Information:  The  land  was  first  bought  by  Oliver  Bernier  on  June  15,  1872  (C.E. 
Patent  276).  He  then  sold  it  to  Perry  McAdow  and  his  brother  William  on  July  31,  1871.  The 
brothers  were  early  Bozeman  land  owners  who  contributed  to  the  growth  in  the  Gallatin  Valley. 
William  B.  McAdow  was  bom  on  July  13,  1840  in  Missouri.  The  son  of  a  California  gold  miner, 
William  came  to  Montana  in  1863.  He  spent  a  year  in  Alder  Gulch  before  moving  to  the  Gallatin 
Valley  to  join  his  brother  Perry  who  had  come  to  the  the  area  in  1861.  The  brothers  then  formed  a 
partnership  in  a  ranch  located  north  of  Bozeman  near  the  confluence  of  Bridger  Creek  and  the 
Gallatin  River  (Deed  book  F,  p.  397).  They  also  constructed  and  operated  the  first  grist  mill  in  the 
valley  in  1865.  In  1879,  Perry,  William's  older  brother,  dissolved  his  mill  partnership  with  the 
younger  McAdow  and  moved  to  Billings  (Progressive  Men  of  Montana.  N.D.  722).  William 
remained  in  the  Bozeman  area,  serving  on  the  first  city  council  which  sat  from  1883  to  1885 
(Freeeman  1988). 

The  land  upon  which  this  small  farmstead  is  located  was  sold  to  Gertrude  (Bibber)  Menden  and 
was  used  as  pastureland  until  about  1918  when  it  was  sold  to  Carl  and  Auguste  Bibber.  The 
house,  which  had  been  constructed  in  1911  on  the  north  side  of  Story  Bench,  was  moved  to  its 
present  location  on  skids  about  1919.  A  root  cellar  and  chicken  house  were  constructed  about  the 
same  time  as  the  move;  the  horse  bam  during  the  1960s  and  the  garage  ca.  1950  (France  1990). 
The  gambrel  shed  is  a  recent  addition. 

Integrity:  Feature  1  has  lost  its  integrity  of  design  and  material  because  several  additions  were 
recently  added  to  the  porch,  a  window  was  changed  from  a  1/1  to  a  larger  picture  window  and  it 
was  resided  with  asphalt  siding  popular  during  the  1940s- 1950s.  The  site  has  had  new  buildings 
added  to  it  which  are  intrusive. 

Historical  and/or  Architectural  Significance:  While  the  site  is  indirectly  associated  with 
the  McAdow  Brothers,  who  were  early  pioneers  to  the  valley  they  sold  the  land  to  Gertrude 
(Bibber)  Menden  who  later  sold  it  to  Carl  and  Auguste  Bibber.  They  moved  the  house  and 
constructed  the  root  cellar  and  horse  bam.  The  site  is  not  associated  with  events  of  historical 
significance  and  lacks  architectural  distinction  and  integrity.  Therefore,  it  is  not  eligible  to  be 
included  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
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Photo  of  Feature  1  (24GA824),  the  Bibber  Farmstead.  View  is  northeast. 


.  Photo  of  Feature  2  (24GA824),  the  root  cellar.  View  is  southwest. 


Photo  of  Feature  4  (24GA824).  View  is  southeast. 


Photo  of  Feature  5  (24GA824).  View  is  south. 
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Historic  Name:  Northern  Pacific  Locomotive  Terminal  Site  No.24GA825 

Common  Name:  Idaho  Pole  Co. 

Legal  Description:  T2S  R6E  SW1/4  NE1/4  SE1/4  of  section  6 
Address:  East  Cedar 
USGS  Quad:  Bozeman 

Private  x  Owner:  Idaho  Pole  Co. 

Public  _ Address:  East  Cedar,  Bozeman,  MT _ 

Date  of  Construction:  Estimated  Documented  1883 

Architect: 

Builder:  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 

Original  Owner:  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 

Original  Use:  Railroad  roundhouse  used  for  light  maintenance 

Present  Use:  Pole  treating  plant _ _ _ 

Resource  Sources:  Title  abstract  x  City  directories  x  Plat  records/maps 

Sewer/water  permits  Tax  records  Newspapers 

Building  permits  x  Biographies  Census  Records 
Sanborn  Maps,  dates  1912  and  1927 
Bibliography  and  informants: 

Burlingame,  M.G.  Gallatin  County's  Heritage:  A  Report  of  Progress  1805-1976. 
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Gallatin  County  Deed  Records;  Book  2  Page  240,  Book  C  Page  93. 

General  Land  Office  Records,  School  Scrip  No.  1847,  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 

Billings,  Mt. 

Historical  Research  Associates  "Report  of  Historical  Findings  Northern  Pacific 

Roundhouse  Site  Bozeman,  Montana"  Missoula,  Montana. _ 

Holbrook,  Stewart  H.  The  Story  of  American  Railroads.  Crown  Publishers,  New  York. 

Martin,  Dale  1990  Personal  communication  with  railroad  historian,  Bozeman.  August  27. 
Physical  Description:  This  site  consists  of  the  remains  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  main¬ 
tenance  yard  and  consists  of  four  features  located  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  at  the  base  of  the  Bridger 
Range.  Story  Bench  is  to  the  northeast  of  the  site  and  the  East  Gallatin  River  flows  to  the  north 
and  Rocky  and  Mill  Creeks  converge  near  its  location.  The  ranch  house  and  out  buildings  are  situ¬ 
ated  two  blocks  north  of  the  Idaho  Pole  Plant  and  one  block  north  of  the  L  Street-Interstate  90 
overpass  in  the  North  Pacific  district.  Feature  1  is  the  remains  of  a  concrete  roundhouse  founda¬ 
tion.  The  building  appears  to  have  been  wedge-shaped  and  contained  five  stalls  which  were  about 
9  ft  across,  100  ft  long  with  24  in  thick  walls.  The  outside  dimension  of  the  foundation  is  166  ft  in 
length.  The  stalls  gradually  come  together  as  the  building  narrows.  Feature  2  is  a  small  brick 
building  which  measured  29.5  ft  x  20  ft.  It  has  a  low  gabled  roof  covered  with  tin  and  tar  paper 
and  a  dentiled,  stepped  cornice  runs  just  beneath  the  gables  on  the  east  and  west  sides.  It  has  two 
12- fixed  light  windows  and  two  entrances,  the  eastern  one  of  which  was  widened  into  a  double 
doorway.  There  is  also  a  wooden  addition  on  the  eastern  side  which  was  added  later.  Feature  3  is 
a  partially  exposed  foundation  for  a  coaling  dock.  It  covers  an  area  28  ft  long,  is  12  ft  wide  and 
roughly  "Z"  shaped  with  two  separate  concrete  pads  to  the  east.  Feature  4  are  the  footings  of  a 
water  tower  which  measures  24  ft  long  and  8  ft  wide  and  16  in  thick  walls.  There  is  a  6  in  (interior 
diameter)  stand  pipe  on  the  eastern  wall  of  the  foundation  and  a  concrete  slab  between  it  and  the 
tracks.  This  slab  probably  supported  the  framework  for  a  water  spout.  There  is  also  a  16  ft  x  12 
ft  concrete  pad  to  the  east  of  the  foundation.  Feature  5  consists  of  the  spurlines  which  ran  to  the 
roundhouse  and  a  wye  (engine- turning  track)  located  to  the  east  of  the  pole  treatment  plant.  This 
was  probably  built  after  1945  after  the  turntable  was  removed  (Martin  1990). 
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Site:  Northern  Pacific  Locomotive  Terminal  -  24GA825  (con't) 

There  is  a  6  in  (interior  diameter)  stand  pipe  on  the  eastern  wall  of  the  foundation  and  a  concrete 
slab  between  it  and  the  tracks  which  probably  supported  the  framework  for  a  water  spout.  There  is 
also  a  16'x  12'  concrete  pad  to  the  east  of  the  foundation. 

Historical  Information:  A  location  in  or  near  Bozeman  was  needed  for  a  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  maintenance  yard  and  a  depot.  In  1882,  a  portion  of  ground  located  northeast  of 
Bozeman  was  purchased  from  two  brothers,  Perry  W.  and  William  B.  McAdow.  William  had 
purchased  the  land  in  1871  from  a  school  scripped  section  which  benefited  the  Illinois  Industrial 
University.  His  brother  Perry  bought  into  the  property  on  June  10,  1865  (Book  C  Page  93)  and 
on  January  1882  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  purchased  the  land. 

Construction  on  the  yard  started  almost  immediately.  A  15-stall  roundhouse  was  to  be  constructed 
on  the  site  for  light  maintenance  and  to  house  engines  for  pushing  trains  over  the  Bozeman  pass. 
However,  only  five  stalls  were  built  and  in  1907  a  brick  extension  was  constructed  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  larger  helper  engines.  In  1917  a  bucket  hoist,  water  tank,  stand  pipe  and  coal  cinder  pit 
were  constructed  in  order  to  expand  its  usefulness  for  the  steam  powered  engines.  The  yard  was 
further  modified  in  1925  when  the  Z-4  and  Z-5  engines  were  introduced.  They  were  larger  than 
the  earlier  engines  and  NP  officials  complained  that  the  turntable  was  too  short  to  handle  them 
"without  creating  a  hazard  of  derailment  and  serious  damage"  (HRA  1988;  1 1).  About  1945  the 
Bozeman  roundhouse  was  closed  and  the  helper  engines  were  stored  in  Livingston.  The  round¬ 
house  and  other  structures  were  torn  down  during  the  1940s  and  1950s  (HRA  1988;  23).  In  1945 
the  Bozeman  roundhouse  was  closed  in  favor  of  the  complex  in  Livingston  and  the  next  year  the 
Idaho  Pole  Co.  leased  the  property  (HRA  1988:7). 

At  that  time,  a  full-length  vat  and  a  butt  vat  for  treating  pole  ends,  were  built  and  about  five  years 
later,  a  second  full-length  tank  was  added.  A  pressure  plant  with  one  144-ft  long  retort  replaced 
the  vat  method  of  treatment  in  1975  and  the  full-length  vats  were  removed.  Some  poles,  however, 
are  still  preserved  using  the  butt  vat.  Treated  poles  were  originally  stored  on  the  former  locations 
of  the  roundhouse,  coaling  dock  and  water  tower.  This  area  is  now  used  to  store  white,  untreated 
wood  as  treated  poles  are  shipped  as  soon  as  they  are  preserved  (MSE  1990:  section  1  page  6). 

Integrity:  The  roundhouse,  and  the  other  features  except  for  one,  were  razed  in  the  1950s  after 
nearly  70  years  of  service.  The  only  remaining  building  is  Feature  2,  a  brick  storage  shed,  which 
has  had  an  addition  added  to  the  southern  side,  a  door  was  widen  and  windows  were  filled  with 
brick. 

Historical  and/or  Architectural  Significance:  While  the  site  is  directly  associated  with 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  which  was  an  important  economic  and  social  link  to  the  east  and 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  little  remains  of  this  small  operation.  Foundations  have  been 
heavily  impacted  by  heavy  machinery  used  at  the  site.  More  complete  remains  of  railyards  can  be 
found  26  miles  away  in  Livingston,  which  is  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bridger  Range.  The 
site  is  not  associated  with  events  of  historical  significance  and  lacks  architectural  distinction  and 
integrity.  Therefore,  it  is  not  eligible  to  be  included  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
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buildings. 


Sanborn  Map  of  1927  showing  roundhouse,  brick  storage  shed,  turn  table  and  office 


Photo  of  Feature  2  at  24GA825.  View  to  the  west. 


Photo  of  engine  pits  inside  roundhouse  at  24GA825.  View  is  north. 


.  Photo  of  roundhouse  engine  pit  foundation  with  Feature  2  in  background  at  24GA825. 
View  is  west. 


Photo  of  the  coal  tower  foundation  at  24GA825. 


View  is  north. 
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Map  of  the  coal  tower  foundation,  Feature  3  (24GA825). 
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Map  of  Feature  4  at  24GA825. 


